
Rank Territory Value
11 India 0.26
12 Pakistan 0.20
13 Russian Federation 0.18
14 Romania 0.18
15 Serbia & Montenegro 0.15
16 Jordan 0.11
17 Kyrgyzstan 0.08
18 Uruguay 0.08
19 Spain 0.07
20 Peru 0.06
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people killed per million people per year 1975-2000*

Rank Territory Value
1 Greece 3.8
2 Cyprus 2.7
3 Albania 0.8
4 Mexico 0.4
5 Afghanistan 0.4
6 Lithuania 0.4
7 Poland 0.4
8 Croatia 0.3
9 United States 0.3
10 Bangladesh 0.3
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“When blankets are distributed, the men push ahead and grab them all. We get nothing ... I haven’t seen any
wood either. I’m burning anything my children can find on the streets ...”

This is a map of people who have died
from severe heat waves or cold waves,
where the community have required
help, between 1975 and 2000. Very
hot and very cold temperatures can
occur in the same place at different
times: whilst Southern Asian territories
have hot summers, winters can be
very cold. Extreme temperatures are
most dangerous when they are
unusual in that location.

Over 15,000 deaths in disasters due
to extreme temperatures have
occurred between 1975 and 2000. The
territories where the most deaths have
occurred during this period are India,
the United States, Greece and Mexico.

• Data and definitions are from the United Nations
Environment Programme (2005).

• See website for further information.

Territory size shows the proportion of all worldwide
deaths in disasters due to extreme temperature that
occurred there between 1975 and 2000. A disaster, here,
is an event which overwhelms local resources.
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Bindu Devi, 2003

EXTREME TEMPERATURE DISASTERS
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